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Dear Reader, 


| ‘Cinema has always been a great influence on 
the young, My school days were no exception 
I remember a final year student performing a dance 
| number from a famous movie of that period, Thun- 
GOKULAM derous applause followed. It was the annual day 
and the audience, both students and their parents, 
printed and published at went gaga over the song and dance number. Need= 
‘Bharathan Press, less to say the performer received the first prize, 
Pete rial Times have changed. Man has landed on the 
Prva Unie moon; computers and mobile phones have 
alk buldigs, | revolutionised communication and satellites have 
‘€7-NP, Jawahatal Neu Rosé, | shrunk the world, But the influence of cinema over 
sont the young remains the same, Be it schools or col- 
leges, Annual day or Culturals, we find stud 
printer and publisher 
ree Culture and Culturals’ | 
ett: 
Seema Rat | 
fayouts : 
Stephen 
MMohan 
Karthikeyan 
telephones: 


2205 1522,20250629, | 
222s ged, azageeas | 89108 On stage fo imitate some top film star and 


his/her dance number. 












tax: 
044-2225 1021 While there is nothing wrong in enjoying a 
ema ‘movie, let us not be footed into accepting the sang 
cdot: and dance routine init as part of our culture, Our 


* gokulam@kalkiweekty.com | culture is safe in our traditional art forms, like clas- 
sical music and other performing arts; the divine 


scriptions: 
subscipon@kalkiweeKy.com| beauty of temple sculptures; rich literature and so 





‘ther informaton; | Of, Culture is also our way of life. A cultured per- 

| info@kalkiweekyy.com | son need not necessarily be an expert in our tradi- 
subscription rata: | tional art forms, but he should surely be interested 
Inland: ant inthem, He isalso well behaved and dressed. Above 

Rasa all he loves humanity. Thousands of years ago a 

overseas :ennual | “Tamil poet wrote: “wpb exe: wnaugp Cast 


‘which means, “Any town is my home town anc! all 
{IME Megane for Children | bumanity my kin!” 














QUETEAND) 


Orman is a very clean country 
The capital of Oman is Mus- 






cat, We live in a place called 
Sohar, which is 250 kms away 
from Muscat, In Sohar are the 
Wadi Hibi hills. When coming 
from Muscat to Sohar, there is 
the Sawadi beach. There is an 
Ostrich Park where we can see os- 
triches in plenty: There is also a 
huge garden called Naseem garden, There are many shops in Sohar. In Muscat 
there are many super markets and hyper markets, Itti beach and Khanthab 
be: there too! 











There is a very big park in Mus- 
cat called Quram park, There is also 
a big resort called Barr al jizza in 
Muscat. Salalah is in the southern 
part of Oman, In Salalah the weather 
is very cool, like Kerala It is also 
very beautiful, t has streams, ponds, 





farms, gardens etc 
~ Mira Sankar, Std.lV, 
Indian School Sohar, Muscat, 
Sultanate of Oman. 








Pictures 
Mahesh 





On the shore of alake lived two 
crows-Blackie and Perky. 
Blackie caught a snail. Holding 
it in his beak, he roosted on a 
tree. 


Blackie tried to crack the shell 
of the snail with his beak. But 
itwas hard and though he tried 
again and again, he could not 
succeed, 





“What are you up to?" asked 
Perky, who flew up to join. 

“I want to eat this snail, but 
can’t crack the shell” said 
Blackie. 





“Drop it down on that rock from 
a height” - Perky gave him an 
idea. 

“Thanks! That's a great sug 
tion” said Blackie and flew off 
to the rock. 


BIT 10 





‘And justas Perky said, Blackie 
dropped the snail from a 
height, but before the creature 
could land, Perky flew in and 
snapped up Blackie's prey! 


“You cheat!” An angry and dis- 
appointed, Blackie yelled! 

“| didn’t cheat... | was just 
clever” chuckled Perky. "A bit 
too clever for you! 





And as the boastful Perky 
bragged, the snail slipped out 
from his beak and descended... 
An eagle, watching with keen 
eyes grabbed the snail mid-air! 


Perky valiantly fought back to 
get the snail, but only got 
clawed by the eagle. 

‘As Perky writhed in pain, 
Blackie flew up to console him. 
“if you cheat, you are bound to 
be cheated... my friend.” 


¢ 





Sarada Matric School, Senii. 


Ih is ironical | 


2} 


the ages, most ne! 
have been frowned upon and most 
new inventions, ridiculed 

Europe's largest science 
and technology solutions 


s published plans te de- 
the world’s environmemally 
nt sports car, powered by fuel 
converts, hydrogen into 
electricity. The new vehicle known 
as LIFE car, will be ultra quiet and 
it's exhaust systems will only pro- 
4 


duce water 


apour. Moreover, the 
only waste product from the vehicle 
will be water, It promises a clean 
vehicle, combined with good per- 





“FOREIGN STAMPS 


100 ALL DIFFERENT, ALL LARGE 
WHOLE WORLD, USED 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP PACKET 
Rs.100/- BY MONEY ORDER. NO V.P.P 


ALL STAMPS ARE GENUINE AND 
CATALOGUED 


T.N.K. RAMANUJAM, GE 
50/71B, KHANPALAYAM II STREET, 


MADURAI - 625 009 
MN 1% 
0q Ne 


SSS formance and beaut, bilan to drive but pol- fl 
stylish looks, Definitely the car's § lution- free is the latest trend and 
power system will be incredibly ef- ) need of the hour. 
ficient, LIFE caris about to catch the Source: Internet 
first big wave in the energy revolu- = Sonali Padhy, Stax, 
tion which is set to transform the mo- D.A.V. Public School, 
toring industry C.S.Pur, Bhubaneswar 
A sports car that is 


















































; That dhobi tricked me, 
Hey! That boy is Ye has rented the shirt o 
A. wearing my shirt! » 
Sf 
(dae we 
| Tee al 


es 
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WER ( 4 Bowes! 
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Yo pristedny stn 
Itis not obeying me, 


a) 

















We often travel from So we decided to visit 

Mangalore to Bet 

ing holidays as my father stays 

in Bengalooru, We usually _ Belurisabs 

travel by the Shiradi ghat route for the Chennakeshava temple. Queen 
wife of king Vishnuvardhan b ilt 











utiful place. It is famous 








toreach there. But this time, as 

Shiradi ghat route was closed temple. Lord Chennakesha 

due to the road repair, we went ity in this spacious temple. 

by Charmadi ghat Many tourists visit this temple to see 
My father’s friend told us the sculptural and architectural wonder 

that Belur, a historical place is Each stone pillar has different carvings, 


just 100 km away from A like structure has also been 
+ Hoysaleshwara Temple, Halebeedy 





ais the 






























carved from stone. The Hoysala royal 
emblem and many relics found here are 


of historic importance 


ays mentioned along with 





prical place - Halebeedu. Hale- 
is 16 km away from Belur Hence 
destination was Halebeedu 
Moving towards Halebeedu we had to 
cross many small villages. Halebeedu is 





also a beautiful place. The temple in 
Halebeedu houses Lord Hoysaleshwara 
Khetu Malla, King Vishnuvardhan’s min- 






























TRAVEL 


+ Wall Carvings, Halebeeds 
ister, built this temple, 


in the name of King 
Vishnuvardhan, It was 
built in the year 1121 

The original name of 
Halebeedu was Dwara- 
samudhra, When King 
Allaudin's Senadhipati 
(head of his army) 
Mallikafur attacked 
Dwarasamudhra (now 
Halebeedu) in the year 1310 the temple was par- pillars speak many sto- 
tially destroyed. This can be made out by looking ries of the past golden 
at some of the idols with broken hands, legs, nose, era in silence, | wished 
earsetc, Halebeedu speaks ofthe aesthetic sense 1 could communicate 
and devotional attitude of the people ofits time. with those pillars and 

My visit to both the places - Belur and share their views ofthe 
Halebeedu was memorable. It took me back to present and the past! 





the age of Kings and Queens and also - Shreyanka Shetty, 
helped me to imagine the splendour Std.VI, 
Sharada Vidyalaya, 


of those days. The carved 
~ Mangalore 





cpennakeshava Teme Bat 


Turmeric, also known as 
Haldi, isa spice widely used 
in Indian cooking, It gives @ 
distinet favour and yellow 
colour when added to food 
It has been used by Indian 
Medical Practitioners of 
Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha 
for healing, Its also used in 
cosmetic preparations 

Medicinal uses: 

Turmeric isa blood puri- 
fier and antiseptic. It is 








+ Dried turmeric 


LS 


loaded with antioxi- 






+The plant 






Anaemi: 
Turmeric is a 
rich source of 


dants and thus its om. A teaspoon of raw turmeriz 


regular intake pro- 

tects us from jaundice, cancer, tu- 

mors, Alzheimer’s disease ete 
Intestinal Disorders: The juice 

of turmeric powder in milk is very 

effective for intestinal disorders 

* Good antiseptic 








juice with a bit of honey will help us 
‘overcome anaemia 

‘Asthma: A teaspoon of turmeriz 
iss of warm milk helps in 
fighting phlegm and cough and re- 
fieves asthmatic stress. 

‘Wounds: Applying a paste of tur- 
meric mixed with sweet lime juice 
od first aid for cuts, bleeding, 
burns. ulcers or swellings 





with a gi 








isa 








Besides, turmeric also 


helps us to get rid of round 





worms and intestinal 


worms, eye disorders ete. 





Turmeric - As a Cos- 
metic: 

Turmeric is currently 
used in the formulation of 
sun screens, Turmeric 
gives a glow to the skin 
and keeps away harmful 
bacteria, It deters hair 





growth and is a good anti- 
septic. It has been consid- 
ered as auspicious cos- 
metic traditionally and has 
been used by women all 
over India, But modern day 
women shy away from its 
use because it leaves a 
strong yellow stain, But 
turmeric has proved itself 
to be nature's precious 
sift! 
= Kousalya Narendran, 
Std.X, 
Vasant Vihar High 
School and Junior 
College, Thane (W) 
oer 





+The tu 














the eighth standard, As this aca- 
demic year’s end approached, 
one day Nimisha announced in 
class that she was leaving 
school because her father had 





been transferred to Dubai on 
work She was so sad and 
upset to leave us -her friends 
spent ten 





with whom she’ 
years of schooling, 

In the month of 

April 2008 she is going to 

leave. The time we all 

spent together will remain 

as cherished memonees 


The? Pain of We had fun and frolic, 


Nimisha is my lau 









ahter and sadness and successes 


dear classmate and a and failures 





lovely friend. Shehhas As the day approaches for 
spent ten years with Nimisha to lea 
me. We fought, be- pain of biddi 
came friends again, 1 would like to include on 


we, I can feel the 





farewell 





played alot, had loads behalf ofall my classmates, 
of fun, broke many “Goodbye Nimishal We 
rules got into trouble will all miss you a lot! 


and learnt many les- = Rohini, Age: 13, 
sons together in life! ©.S.1. Ewart School, 
We had a great time. Chennaj 


Now, she and I and 
all my friends are in 
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Janhavi | S.Kerkar, Sed Vill, 
A),De Almeida High School, 
Ponda - Goa 


BYenkataramanan, Std. VII, 
S.BILO.A. Model MHS. 
Mogappair (W), Chennai 





Aanandita, Age - 6, 
Canosa Primary Schoo! 





The fellow. standing behind 
Jassy had the mask of a weird 
creature covering his face and 
before the teriied itt could as 
much as let out a shriek, he 
caught hold of her and held a 
firm arm across her mouth, Jas: 
now began struggling and kicking 
the attacker who was trying to 
drag her away from the spot 
Being a girl of strong build, it 
was getting difficult: for the 
masked guy to pull her along and 
when he tried to strengthen his 
grip, the best thing Jassy could 
do was bite his palm that clasped 
her mouth, Tt was now the tuin 
of the attacker t0 gasp in pain as 
he let go the struggling gitl for a 
moment, Jassy instantly took to 
her heels and ran down the lane 
screeching ‘Help! Help! Help!” 

Meanwhile, Rajeev was stil 
fighting the guy who had pounced 
on him first, He couldn't see 
much of what had happened to 
Jassy but when he heard her ery 
for help, he knew she had 
managed to escape. He decided 
to hold on to the masked attacker 
till somebody came along to the 
rescue, But just then he spotted 
the second guy tower over him 
and ty to draw his felloweman 
away 














Geetha Canpadee 


“Let's get away.” he ‘hissed 
urgently “Come on, be quick” 

The first attacker hurtiedly let 
go Rajeev who was trying to pull 
him down by clinging on to his 
shirt In the bargain he tore at his 
pockets and before he cculd 
manage to get on to his feet, the 
two masked men had disappeered 
just as suddenly as they had 
appeared, Rajeev ran to and fro 
in all directions trying to. guess 
where they had gone but all he 
could see was darkness 
everywhere! 


Period inbetween, Jassy had 
gone speeding. straight back to 
where the others were waiting for 
her at the back stage The group 
dance was about to begin end 
MrParthasarthy was getting angry 
at the negligence shown by her 
and Rajeev. But when Jassy came 
rushing in a state of tremor, all 
they could do was drop everything 
and listen to what she had to say 

“Now all of you listen 
carefully.” stid Partha sir, tying 
to sound as composed as 
possible I'm leaving right away 
along with Jassy to Rajeev's 





COMMAGE No.1 


rescue.The rest of you go ahead 
with your group dance and join 
us at Cottage No. 13 as soon as 
the programme is over.” 

“Stay calm and let's not un- 
necessarily get the audience 
panicky,” he added hurrying 
towards the exit. “Whoever is 
responsible for causing such 
disturbances will not escape un- 
punished, that's for sure.” 

‘And with that, the nervy man 
was seen tearing away, with Jassy 
close at his heels. 









Ween the twosome reached 
Cottage No. 13, they found Rajeev 
running hither and tither in search’ 
of the attackers. 

“They just like that vanished 
ito thin air” He spat in despair, 
“1 nearly had one of them in my 
grasp.” 

It’s okay, whoever they are, 
can’t escape from the heritage 
resort that easily.” Mr. Partha put 
his arms around the boy with 
assurance. “We have a record of 
people who are staying at this| 

















place and a list of the guests who 
have come here today for the 





Sir, 
| whoever it is 
has been at 
this place 
since yester- 





day atleast.” Jassy pointed out 
with a shiver, And she came out 
with how she had spotted a 
shadow inside the Chettinadu 
house the previous day and how 
an intruder had been at Cottage 
No. 13, the previous night.” 
“My goodness, why didn’t you 
tell me all this at the first 
instance? Mr Parthasarthy 
questioned in anger. “I could have 
traced the culprits by now." 
“But Sir, initially 1 thought it 
was Varun playing a prank on 
me.” Jassy confessed with 
embarrassment, “When I told the 
other girls even they believed it 
could be him, but this morning 
when we conftonted the boys, they 
made it clear that Varun was not 
to be blamed," 
“We boys do enjoy playing 
pranks, I agree, but not to the 
extent of terrorising someone, in 
















the middle of the night,” Rajeev 


“If they have gone to the extent 
of attacking you guys, then it is 
not a simple affair at all. 





clarified. “Infact after we heard 
what had happened, we were rater 
worried and thought of setting up 
an investigation, but before that 
came along this unexpected 
attack.” 

“Hmm,..somebody is. really 






















trying to play a bad joke” the 
‘man in charge withdrew into ais 
thoughts for a while, “It’s not one 
but two of them to be tracked 
down. And now if they have gone 
to the extent of attacking you 
guys, then it is not a — simple 
afar at all,” he said after & pause 

“But why us?” Rajeev seemed 
to grin in sarcasm, “We've come 
in just yesterday and harcly 
anybody knows us here.” 

"TIL look into the matter and 
get to the bottom of what's 
happening.” Mr Parthasastay 
sounded confident. “It could be 
some silly fellows enacting their 
filimi hero stunts and much so 
because they are sure to go 
undiscovered since they are 
disguised behind their masks.” 

“Quite possible but then they 
should be taught a lesson.” Rajeev 
clarified rather roughly. 
shouldn’t be trying this out again 











“They won't, Trust. me.” 
Parthasarthy assured, “Now you 
can all relax and let me do the 
rest of the inspection.” 






Just then the rest of the group 
arrived and Raksha as usual had 
her fixation on number 13 

“Sir, somehow I still feel it's 
all got to do with this unlucky 
cottage.” She began with her voice 
quivering “Can you please 
organize another place for us?” 

“Fine, let me see,” Mr. Partha 
had an amused smile shaping up. 
“Let me call up the reception and 
find out.” 

He quickly dialled the reception 
and added after a brief 
conversation on the phone. 

“Yes, you can shift to Cottage 
No.10, very next to where the 
boys stay.The cottage is ready and 
you can move in right away.” 

“And probably tomorrow we'll 
all sit for a session with Raksha,” 
He added with a gentle laugh 





cottage.” 








“Sir, somehow | still feel it’s all 
got to do with this unlucky 


like Raksha. After all the intruders 
had targetted Cottage No.13 not 
‘once, but twice. 

“Well, cheer up boys and girls, 
you have lot's of interesting 
activities lined up for the next 
couple of days.” MrParthasarthy, 
resumed, tryin 
fallen moods. 
sightseeing in Chennai and taking 
part in heritage walks and finally 
lodge as guests with a few local 
families who are looking forward 
to welcoming you.” 

“Yippee...” the children yelled, 
the ‘enthu’ coming back to thei 
voices.“That'll be great.” 

“So, now sleep well for the 
night and leave the rest to me,” 
the co-ordinator added as he took’ 
leave, “I'll be putting folks on 
vigil and you are free to call me 
anytime." 

“see you [7 ams 
all at seven in (| 
the morning at 
the lobby.” 





































“OF how No. 13 has a stake in 
deciding people's destiny!" 

The children laughed at the 
joke though somehow at the 
bottom of their hearts they had 













Iso beg 





The children waved goodnight 
and turned to shifting things from 
Cottage No.13 as quickly a 
possible. 







(To be continued) 





Most of us prefer only fantasy 
books especially Harry Potter But, 
Cornelia Funke's Dragon Rider is 
equally good, or maybe even better 
The book shows ws the true worth of 
being at home and also the thi 
that man poses to creatures other 





as 





than himself 

Inthis story, dr 
gered because humans try to build 
adam in the secret dwelling of the 
dragons. So, one silver dragon, 
firedrake, along with his friend. 
Sorrel, the brownie-gis! with two 
hands sets out to find another 
dragon home on the Himalayas 
called the Rim of Heaven. They 
seek the help of the dragon rider 
Ben, who is a human. But 
Nettlebrand, a golden dragon, 
who is also a dragon hunter, fol 
lows Firedrake into the Rim of 
Heaven to finish off the other 


ons are endan 





dragons, But they come up with a 
plan to eliminate the yolden dra 
so that the dragons can live pe 
fully 

Here, a big question arises, Are 
ons good? Funke looks into the 





ar 
positive side. She takes us on a ride 
to visit places ike 
pt, Arabia, Pakistan and Tibet 


ona dragon’s ba 











We also yet to visit the Himalayas 
The story isa mixture of fantasy, ad~ 
venture and a little comedy here and 
there. It is a dreambook. Children 


and some adults enjoy it too. When 






















J opened the book, 1 stepped into an 
entirely different world and after fi 
the book I felt as though I had 
Tam 








come back to our own world! 
sure you will think so to0, So go on, 
read it! 
~ Priya Ramakrishnan, Std.Vill, 
Vidyodaya Matriculation 
Academy, Chennai-34 


© Suchitra The other causes are excessive intake of 
Divakaran, Goa alcohol, cigarette smoking, frequent use of 
? What is gastri- pain relievers such as aspirin, ibuprofen etc, 
tis? How can we stressful life and reflux of bile from gallblad- 
prevent it? der into stomach. To prevent gastritis, we 
' Gastritis is the should eat our meals frequently in small 


condition where the quantity, avoid spicy, acidic, fried and fatty 
inner layer of the foods, Tender coconut water is an excellent 
stomach is eroded or remedy for gastritis, 

inflamed, Bacterial 








infection caused by © Abhishek Chatterjee, Bhubaneshwar 
helicobacter pylori is? What are hereditary diseases? 

the most common | Hereditary diseases or genetic diseases 
cause for gastritis, are caused either by abnormalities or defects 


in genes or chromosomes, They are passed 
from parents to their children through genes. 
Normal genes carry chemical instructions for 
the formation of proteins. Defective genes 
affect the formation and function of proteins 
Example: Haemophilia, The haemophiliacs 


egies 


": . coconut 
water is an excellent 
remedy for gastritis. 

























are born with a defective gene and are unable 
to produce a protein needed for blood clot- 
ting, As a result, they suffer-from prolonged 
bleeding when they are injured, Some other 
examples are Down's syndrome, Klinefelter 
syndrome, Turner syndrome and Marfan 
syndrome 


© Meenakshi, Mumbai 
? I suffer from pimples and acne. Can 
‘you suggest some home remedies to treat 
them? 
| Pimples and acne are common among 
teenage girls more than boys. Here are 
some home made remedies useful 


Ace © 


te 
ot ia ce 


to cure them: A mixture of sandal- as a face-scrub to 
‘ood paste and turmeric can be applied make 
‘on the face daily. Make an orange peel # 
paste by grinding it in some water and your skin 
apply it over the pimples, Rub fresh garlic glow...! 
in and around pimples regularly. Apply goa 


curd on face and leave on for 10 minutes 
and rinse off. Use fresh lime juice mixed velop asthma, How 


with a glass of boiled milk as face ever, a link exists 
wash, between eczema and 
asthma, One study 
© Hamsini Natarajan, Panipat found that 46% of 
? Is there any relation between asthma boys and girls with 
and eczema? eczema also had 


| People with eczema do not always de- asthma. ° 






Kashmir without terrorism, 
Constitution without violation, 
Politics without corruption, 
Youth without restriction, 
Law and order without 
discrepancy 
Humans without jealousy, 
Fights without violence; 
Selection without partiality 
Business without cheating; 
People without illiteracy, 
Culture without western 
influence, 
Rain without floods 
‘Seasons without extremes 
India without poverty..? 


=M.R. Nandhini, Std. X, 
Bharathi Vidya Bhavan 

H.SSchool, 
Erode 





NER_ POET'S CORNER POET'S CORI 


Her immense beauty, 
I never can describe 
Her eerie silence, 
\ never can express 










Darkness | prefer at times, 
To the sights of daylight 

In darkness, 

| don’t have to see 
















Pollution! Pollution! every 
where 
Clean air to be found no 
where! 
Smoke from vehicles and 
industries 
Always pollutes the air 
To live on this earth has 
Became a nightmare. 
Sewage water, industrial 
waste, 
Oil slick and the garbage. 
Always threaten the life of 
everyone in this age. 
There could be doom and 
Maybe my friends, 


POET'S CORNER POET'S CORNER P 




















Those treeless lands 
Those polluted cities 
That choked up planet 


She always sheilds me from, 
Those blood smeared walls 
Those famine ridden lands 
Those drooping smiteless 
faces 


But alas! under her care | 
can’t always be, 
For, day light will come once 
again 
And reveal sights of sadness. 
~ Aswati Anil Warrier, Std. IX, 
Pius Girls High School, 
Edappaly, 


| was born in a mint. 
And brought up in a bank. 
‘My schooling was in a child's 
pouch. 
| worked in purses and wallets. 
You ask about my old age? 
Well... | experienced it in a 
beggar's pocket. 
Now I've been lying ‘dead’ 
For many years ina river bed, 
Waiting in vain to be rescued, 
To start life once again. 








You can hear the noise 


Even if you are on the moon. - V. Nithya, 
- Diksha Gupta, SMQ 346, Sta. Vil, 
AFA, Dundigal, Sishya School, 

Hyderabad - 93 Hosur 





Teall started on that fateful day, 
1 week ago, or was it a month? | 
don’t know, I've lost track of time. 1 
was doing my daily chores when 
suddenly there was a blackout an 
out of the house into utter darkness. 
T ould hear voices of my neighbours 
nearby. Everybody was as 
confused as I was 


A 


attention \V 
The 








Suddenly a 
dazzling light 
followed by a 


deafening roar 
attracted every 
one's 
skywards 
source of this 

commotion was a 
gigantic UFO which was 








hurtling towards us at an 
unbelievably fast pace. There were 
excited and nervous noises from the 
people around me. Some people 
even started frantically clicking 
pictures of the flying saucer 










But my intuition told me that 
something was not right. This UFO 
certainly didn’t bode well for us 

Now the UFO was very close to 
landing and 1 realised for the first 
time how huge it was, The very sight 
oft sent chills down my spine. The 
UFO was shaped like a sphere 
(which looked like a dise from a 
distance), The sphere had millions 
of windows which emitted light of 
various colours 
Faintly, I could 
make out 
grotesque 




















silhouettes of alien creatures, 


The UFO finally landed in a 
large open wheat field. The crop 
burnt on impact, People started 
gathering around the UFO. I tried to 
stay calm and watched the 
proceedings from a distance. 

A strange thing happened. The 
upper part of the spherical URO 
drifted upwards and about ten aliens 
slided towards us. The creatures 
were taller than us having large 
protruding eyes, about a 100 crooked 
teeth in broad jaws and ashen green 
skin, an oblong head, pointed ears 
(much like an elf’s) about 8 feet tall, 
wearing billowing black robes, took 
note of their arms and hands which 
were longer than an average 
human’s. Their hands had four 
fingers, eluding thumb, complete 
with nails. In spite of their hideous | 
appearance, they looked intelligent | 



































































and...evi was put into our heads. We 
T rushed forward. The alien simply behaved like robots! We 
creature who seemed to be their aad forgotten all about it until 
leader took outa strange instrument a crash came and the spell 
which was cubical and made of a broke 
metal which I was sure wasn’t found Our drowsiness was washed 
on earth, The leader grunted away and we began to come to our 
something to his kinsfolk who senses, The leader ofthe alien group 
grunted back, All of us stared addressed us saying, “Hail 
shocked and full of anticipation, The Earthlings!” 
leader of the aliens pressed a button We were now able to understand 
on the instrument and a strange what the creature was saying, 
sound filled the atmosphere which Probably, the pleasant music that 
sounded vaguely familiar, It emanated from the cubical 
resembled the calls of a thousand —jnstrument enabled us to do so. 
birds, all jumbled up. This was odd; | went forward to face the alien 
birds were found only on Earth, Jeader, who said, “We the Zerocks 
right? from the planet of Xena have come 
This sound was queerly pleasant ere to Earth not to destroy it. In fact 
to hear and I began to fel drowsy. we have great regard for Earth a 
My mind started getting rid of nurtured our ancestors trillions of 
thoughts. People around me were years ago who later migrated to cur 
experiencing the same kind of Gear planet of Xena which is just a 
feelings, We began to feel a strange few jight years away from Earth. The 
sense of relaxation, ike wehad been history of our race yoes back to times 
freed of all worries and tension. We immemorial, Fora long ime, we hid 
began to forget who we were. ILW8S been living on Xena, which was 
then that I panicked. But there was jountiful. It provided us with 


nothing gould do about it THE everyting we needed. But then, we 
intensity of the sound increased and Started exploiting the resouress 


ivhad Grate sonseguanoss recklessly, Xena wasi't going to bear 
eelen hea 10 We WEFE OK his if treatment for long, When her 
ee Shas A fury was aroused, she sent terrible 

Where we belonged. dust storms, volcanic eruptions, 

We couldn't do lohescof 1 f 

higsencept what °YClOReS of swirling masses o} 

geet ee poisonous gases such as sulphur 


° > dioxide and quakes. In such a 
We couldn't do anything except | situation, life wasn't possible 
what was put into our heads. 





on Xena. So our ancestors 
began to look for alternative 


We simply behaved like robots! 


places to live, They found Earth to 


be the most suitable planet for lite, 
after Xena. Thus, for about a century 
‘our ancestors resided on Earth, By 
then the fury of Xena had subsided 
and our ancestors returned to Xena 

“Since then, we have kept Earth 
‘under tight scrutiny. We observed the 
evolution of you humans and other 
organisms. But disturbingly you 
humans are repeating the mistake we 
committed. You are destroying 
your Earth, Mother Nature and 
her resources, Already crises 
such as global warming, and 
ozone layer depletion are a 
cause for great concern, Their 
consequences can be really 
disastrous, 

“J, on behalf of the entire race of 
Zerocks, want to warn you, 
Earthlings, Be careful! Should there 
bea day that the conditions on Earth 
are no longer suitable for habitation, 
all the species of Earth are welcome 
to Xena which is 30 times as big as 
the Earth, Atmospheric conditions in 
Xena are similar to Earth's, Lam just 
expressing my gratitude to Earth for 
what she had done for us by 
protecting her children in their hour 
of crisis, 

“If you are in need of our help, 
just press the red button on the box,” 
he said, handing the cubical 
instrument to me. “My name is Zurin 
Zorh,” 








I was speechless. This was so 
amazing, so shocking and also so 


All my fears had been in vain. These 
hideous creatures had actually 


amusing. All my fears had been in 
vain. These hideous creatures had 
actually come here to help us by 
providing an alternative place to live, 
not to capture us and take us away 
to some spooky 

planet, I was so 
relieved that I began 
to laugh, I couldn’t 
stop myself 
Suddenly, all the 










come here to help us. 





people around me started laughing, 
too, 

Finally when all the laughter had 
subsided, I thanked Zurin who was 
watching us in surprise 





hank you so much, MrZurin 
Zorh,” I said, “ We would be glad to 
avail of your help, Our scientists are 
trying to figure out ways to combat 
global warming but they are not 
making much headway, Give my 
regards to all Zerocks,” 

Zurin nodded and said, “We leave 
inppeace then, Farewell.” 

“Farewell,” I said “on behalf of 
all organisms on Earth, and thank 
you.” 

The Zerocks were already 
sliding back to their spacecraft 
The sphere suspended in thin air 
got attached again to the main 
craft. With a deafening roar, the 
UFO rose in the air and soared 
away to Xena 









= __ Personality 


Sir tsaac Newton, the great scientist had a 
called Diamond, which he loved as dearly as frend 









One night, Newton was working alone at hist 





‘on an important science problem. He was 
when he had solved it that he tho 





for some time to enjoy fresh air. He bundled up all 
the papers, put them into the file and got up to leave 
the room 


Diamond who was lying under the table saw New 





ton leaving the room and decided 1 


But when it jumped to 











ards the door, it he burning candle on the 


which caught 
taining the solu 
reduced to ashes 


Newton was shocked at this. Ke 






stared for sometime at Diamond 


wut any trace of anger he 











My dear will never 
hat you have done,” and 
Newton's greatness is not only 
cause he was one of the best sc ~ 
recause he had contrel 

er h emotion and an- 
et Gi ities such as love 








Source: A hook 
- Meenakshi, 
Std.IX, J.B.Khot, 
Mumbai 














Meera: Rani, whydo|| Father: Diu you Cours 
you keep sugar crystals| | enjoy the heavy rain- 


under your pillow? fall yesterday night, 
Ra that I get sweet| | ™y son? 
dreams. Son: Yes, I did father. 


Mother: Isit so? Then why didn’t 
Afeal: Bhargay, do you know that| | You wake me up? You know that I 
‘Akash is our class monitor? can’t sleep when it’s raining. 
Bhargav: Really, then who is the ~ Spoorthi Bandeshreddy, 
keyboard? Std.VIII, SBR Public School, 


Mohit: Sohan, do you 
know I took my bath today 
without soap? (Looking at 
his hands) 

Sohan: Mohit, do 


you know that I took Why id Mickey Mouse, 


my bath today without 
rm crrattaima sv] SLE SNOWY 


L.PS. Public School, Way did Mickey Mouse get 
Jaykaypur, Rayagada) | shot? 


Because Donald Ducked! 








What's the last thing you take off 
“1s catering before going to sleep? 
“0 ot porient Your feet off the floor! 
Who was bigger, Mr, Bigger or his 
cour Vino gone eS MF son? 


ee) See 
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sci” 
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Tongue. Twisteys 


|. Ifa doctor doctors another doctor, does 
the doctor who doctors the doctor doctor the 
‘doctors the way the doctor he is doctoring doc- 
tors? Or does the doctor doctor the way the doc- 
tor who doctors doctors? 
2. A tutor who tooted the flute, tried to tutor 
‘two footers to toot, Said the two to the tutor, "Is 
It harder to toot or to tutor two tooters: 
¥ 10 too?” 
Source: Internet 
AVandana, StdXI, D.EASSS, RK.Puram, New Delhi 
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“ 
Aad the numbers given in them a 
box from end to end vertically, 
horizontally and diagonally across 
the centre... You will find some- 
thing amazing! 
Try to create more such 
boxes on your own which" / 
will add up to form the same 
total in each row. S 














~ Akshatha Nayak, Std. Vil, 
Kunjathur, Kerala. 
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Here's a gridful of doggies for you...! Find the names 
of their breeds. They run both left to right and right to 
left, vertically, horizontally and diagonally, If you can find 
ten of them your score is 100! Minus ten points for 

each that you cannot find! 
Answers on the last page of this book- 


Compiled by : 
Phagun Agarwal, Std.lX, 
Army School, Fatehgarh 
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Here's very easy to prepare, healthy 
and yummy ice cream for you. Try and 
enjoy it. This dish is known as ‘Jam Ice- 
Cream: 
Ingredients: Mixed fruit jam - 6-8 spoons, 
Milk -2 cups, Sugar - 4 spoons, Cashews, dry fruits 
Method: Mix milk, jam and sugar in a blender 
(mixie). Pour the mixture into ice cream cups and 
keep in. the freezer for 2-3 hours. Remove from 
freezer and decorate with cashews and dry fruits. 
Tackle summer with your home made ice cream! 
~ A Priya and Shanthini, 
K.V.Annanagar, Chennai 


BeatithetHeat! 
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shredded nn Capsicum | chopped fine, 
Sprouted whole moong - | cup, Pomegranate - 
peeled and separated from skin - | cup, Cori- 
ander - cut fine, Lime juice, Chaat masala. 

Method: Mix all the cut vegetables, moong 
and pomegranate. 

Make a dressing of lime juice, chat masala and 
salt. Pour the dressing over the salad and mix well, 
Your healthy Crunch Munch is ready to be served! 

= Sheethal R.Holla, Std.VI, 
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You lose all points! 





You only need a 
small coin to play this 
game. Place this coin 





























Down: 
1. A lost ship 
will be relieved 
5 6 to... (4,4) 
2. Plenty (3) 
3, Between nice 
and nicest (5) 
4, For many 
children nights 
|_| ass ea bart 
fe 1 gj of this (8) 
: 6, The film is a 
super ... 
10 hit (5) 
7. They should 
Clues help the have-nots (5) 
Across: 9. An animal brought up as 
L.A thin ‘wick’ inside an favourite (3) 
electrical bulb. 
5. Change ten to catch fish fd r. 
(@) a A 
6. Capital of a neighbouring 
country of India (5) 
rig tension’ is 
another name for high blood 
pressure (5) 
8, Always? No, just the oppo- 
site (5) 
9, A baked dish - usually with 


Crossword, = 9 















































roofing (8) 











Congratulations) 

Here are the winners of Gullu's 
Crossword 7 (February 2008) and 
the solutions as well, The results 
of Gullu's Crossword - 8 will be 
published in the May 2008 issue 

LV. Karthi, St.VIL,D.A.Y. Public 
School, Chennai - 42, 

2, Sukanya Rangarajan, Std. VIM, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Panvel. Std.1X, 8.1.C.E.8, High School, 
3. N. Akilandeswari, Std.VIIL, Ambarnath (East) - 421 S01. 


Vyasa Vidyalaya Mat.HrSec.School, _, B. Abinaya, Std.VIII, St. 
Puzhuthivakkam, Chem Joseph's Ang.Indian Grs.Hr. Sec. 


4. Tyengar. navi. Murali, School, Trichy 
Gullu's; Crossword = 9 
ENTRY FORM 
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Name : (Mr/Ms) 
Age Class 
School 


“Residential Address. 
Pin 








Signature 





* Local address is a must for overseas entries, 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 

* Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a 
cash award of Rs.50/- each, They will be decided by a draw of lots from 
out of the all correct entries, * Entries with completed grid on the 
reverse accepted on this form only * No xerox copies. 


Tact Date : 20.4 2008 





Johnny Pup was lazily closing 
lone of its eyes and with the other 
eye waiting and watching eagerly for 
Ajay to come home from school 

| “Hip-hip-hurray!” Ajay screamed 
Jas he pedalled home. Johnny Pup 
js off at full speed behind Ajay, 
thinking ‘hip-hip-burray’ must 
mean a new yummy bone! 


Snowy Cat heard Ajay’s hip-hip- 

hurray and immediately decided that 

NY hip-hip-hurray meant a creamy cake 

i] huge as Snowy herself and off she 
. purring after Ajay. 


L ‘Squeaky the squirrel bounded up 





and down the tree, She dared not go 
into Ajay's house for she would be 
gobbled up by Snowy Cat, But she 
pretty much thought that hip-hip- 
hurray meant Ajay had walnuts and 
she was sure she would get ‘walnut 
treat’ tomorrow as she knew Ajay 
had this bad habit of dropping food 
while eating, which eventually 
turned out to be a treat for Squeaky. 


Freaky Fish was swimming in 
Ajay's aquarium lashing her golden 
tail. She knew for sure ‘hip-hip- 
hurray’ meant worms, though her 
partner Finny thought ‘hip-hip- 
hurray’ meant lots of fish food! 


Creaky and Crowny the two 





Sa a a aD 




















parrots heard the word “Thankyou. 
Thankyou... Thankyou Gokulam, 
Hip-hip-hurray” and cackled “Ajay 
hurray..! Ajay... hip-hip! Ajay. hip- 
hip-hurray!” 

Rippu Rat went Rat-a-tat and 
tweaked his whiskers, “What 
does hip-hip-hurray mean? 
Please... please... tell me some- 
one...” squeaked Rippu Rat 

“O...Shut up.” Cocky the 
Cockroach hushed. “Ajay is 
opening his bag and taking out 
hip-hip- hurray.,. Hope it is not 
the awful Cockroach Hit, The 
smell or the spell cast by “Hit” 


GOLounFUL 
ILiOMs 


‘Blue Blood! (of high or noble bith: 
anaristrocral 

Green with envy: very envious, 

€ In the pink: in sound health 

# Inthe red: in deb; owing money. 

# Black and white: in wating. 

Paint the town red: energetic ac- 
tivity outside one's home, 

‘© White collar: not interested in 
‘manual labour, 

Yellow belly: coward. 

=P. Padma Priya, Std. XI 


PS.Chidambara Nadar Girl's Higher 
‘Secondary School, Virudhunagar 








is nauseating.” 
“Hip-hip-hurray” 
soréamed Ajay... "My 
Harry Potter snippet 
Finny thought 
‘hip-hip-hurray’ 
meant lots of fish food! 






has appeared in ‘Gokulam 
Magazine...’ in the very first 
month, Yeh! my article is in 
*Gokulam’!" 

Johnny Pup wagged his tail as 
Ajay placed his precious Gokulam 
copy on the table. 

In the midst of Aaha’s, Ooho’s. 
Great... keep it up... yahoo,..you hit 
it. from family members 

Johnny Pup had his bone 
Snowy Cat was purring and lick- 
ing the creamy cake... Squeaky the 
squirrel got her walnut pieces 
wheel she managed to steal, 
Freaky... and Finny got their 
‘worms, Rat Rippu now understood 
‘what hip-hip-hurray meant, Cocky 
Cockroach heaved a sigh of relief 
“Thank God it’s not ‘Hit cockroach 
killer!” 





= Ajay Ashok, Std.IX, 
St.Michael’s Academy, 
Chennai 


Our body contains 65% of water, Water is the 
major constituent of blood which supplies food and 
oxygen to all the cells, 


© Water helps to maintain the body temperature 
© Water has no calorific value 





© Cells contain major part of water 


© Water helps our cells to carryout intracellular metabolic 
activities 


© We cannot absorb, digest and assimilate our food without 
water, Excretion of body wastes also needs water 





© A person can survive for about a few days without food; but 
can hold on only 8-10 days without water, We must drink 1.5 to 
2 litres of water everyday. 

Source: Science book 


Compiled by. 
Kausalya Narendran, Std.X, 
Vasant Vihar High School and Jr. College, Thane 








No sport should pose danger to the 
life of the players. But, in jallikatu, 
people even die, It just cannot be con- 
sidered a game, Ban it 
Siddarth, Std.lV, Shrishti 

Vidyashram, Vellore; J.Sundara_ 
Lakshmi, Std. Vil, St.ignatius Convent 
H.S.S, Palayamkottal. 


‘When we don't have the capacity 
to give life, we have no right to take 
other life merely for entertainment ~ 
This is what we do to the bull in 
jallkattu It should not be permite. 

+ A.G.Pallavi, Std.VI, Bala Barathi 
‘School, Bel 

Tcis against Nature to tease ana tore 
ture an animal whose nature is to be 
calm and quict 

Many traditions 

















“Tr. 


Se 


have been found to be brutal - (for 
eg Sati) - and abolished, Similarly 
jallikattu too must be done away with, 
s.Bibaswan Kar, Std.VIl, K.V.1, 
Pondicherry. 
Thre are so many other sports 
which build our physical strength and 
sive us opportunity to prove our cour 
age and skills. Jallikattu should be 
banned 
-N.S.Soundarya, Std. Vil, Avila 
Convent M.H.S.S, Coimbatore. 


This sport reflects cruelty; not 
courage! Ifpeople want to display their 
courage and bravery et them do so by 
Jaunching protest movements against 
the government’s faulty policies and 
help the country become a better place 
to live in, 





= Varun Adishankar, Std.X, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Hyderabad, 


Tmagine yourself to be a bull being 
chased by so many people; it would be 
a nightmare! Do we celebrate matu 
pongal to torture animals? 

+ V.Sujitha, Std.Vil, Jawahar: 
Vidyalaya, Chennai, 

People who come forward to fight 
the bull, later regret and cry over their 
wounds when they are hurt! They must 
realize that itis equally or more pain- 
ful for the poor creature, This cruelty 
must be banned world over. 

+ R.Madhu, Std, Vill, Chennal-78,, 
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View Point 








Question for this month 








Should students engage themselves 
Send us your views by 20.4 
As, 25. Remember to include do 
Those of you Who are non- residents of 
Youcan send entries by post or by e.ma 










should send 


igokulam@ 


al partes and activites 
h published entry will receive a prize of 
class, school and residential address, 
local (Indian) address 100, 
veoh.com) 











Onty animals attack and hust or kill 
each other for food and survival. As a 
social animal, man should protest other 
animals, Why show bravery on a bull 
\why not on to lion ora tiger! 

= PreetyS., Std.Vl, PS.B.E.SSS, 
‘Chennai - 


Evidence shows that Jallikattu was 
prevalent since Harappan period. The 
person who participates is well aware 
of the risks. The game canbe permitted 
under strict supervision 

+ A. Aswin Vayiravan, Std.X, T.V.S 
M.H.S.S, Madurai. 


The sport gives the bull a chance 
to vent itself - There is no stress or dam- 
‘age to the creature. The sport should not, 
be banned 

-V.Shanmugam, Std.X, 
AES, Mysore. 


Tes a sport of valour and 
hand reflects Dravidian fi 

heritage, It should be permitted 

= R, Jason Kirubakaran, 

Std 1X, Madurai; Mé.Sajid 

Ameen, Sta.VIl, St.Joseph 

Kavya 








High School, Solapt 
and L.Karthika, Std.Vil, 
Bharatiya Vidya Mandir, 


Ik gives part-time employment to 
‘many. It should be encouraged 

~A, Sudarshan, stdX, 

R.CPEMSS; Shirpur. 

Bui fighting is a dangerous 

sport, but only well-trained 

valourous men enter it ~ not chil- 

dren or students, It can entertain 

people with horror. Safety measures 

should be adopted instead of ban- 

ning the sport 

-Kateela Parvin, Age 14, 

O.LFGHS, Thrissur (Kerala) 

The sport should not be banned 

but protective equipment must be used 

by the participants, Safety mea- 

sures as instructed by ‘he court 















should be taken, 
+ R.Santosh Krishnan, 
‘Std.VIl, K.V, Chennal - 83, R.Priyanka, 
8.B.0.A School, J.C, Chennal «4 
Praveon.K. Std.X, Sri Sarada 


Balamandir Boys M.H.S.S, Salem, 


‘The game represents our cultural 
norms and ancient mythology, Itshould 
continue 
= R.Adithyan, StdX, Hussain 
Momorial School, Chennai 3; Vijay 
GS, Std.X!, Bengalooru, 
Torturing bulls by crooked means 
to deliberately enrage them cannot be 
considered a brave sport. Its a nasty, 
ugly, dangerous at 
=G.Sal Laxmi Std.V, Sr Sarada 
MHS, Tirunelveli 
‘Even those who watch the jallikattu 
get killed inthe stampede! How can this 
bea sport? 
- Gaurav Panda, St.Vil, 
‘StJoseph’s Convent, Sambalpur; 
Sohan,U.Bhat, Ste.Vi, Basaveshwar 
International Public School, Bagalkot. 
Worst of all, the poor provoked 
animal is hurt! Ban it! 
+ Swagatika, Std1X, K.V, Chennal -90 











Tes a waste of time, energy and 
money as wel 
= RSMadhumita, SX, Anna 
Adarsh M.H.S.S, Chennai - 40, 
Many games like car-racing are 
risky too, but they don’t endanger the 
lives of the audience! In jalikattu the 
player spectators, the poor bul «all are 
at risk 
=R.Varsha, Std1X, K.V, Bavenpally. 


‘Think of the families that suffer 
when people die in the pursuit of this 
cruel sport! 

+ J.Arthi and J.Bavithra Sree, 

BVM, Pollachi; A.Kashyapan, Std.V, 
R.C.Patel English Medium S.S, 
‘Shirpur (Maharashtra). 

Every creature has a right to sur- 
vive with dignity, Jallikattu should not 
be permitted. 

~ Chowdary Sparsa, Std.Vil, K.V, 

Kolkata; Kirthi Balakrishnan, Std.V, 

International School, Pune, 

Even the rules imposed recently 0 
protect the bulls are not very effective, 
Best to ban it completely, 

+ TA. Kartik Abiram, Std.Xil, 
H.S.S, Erode, 











M.Swetha celebrates her 14th birthday on 
25th April, Many happy returns of the day! 
Wishes from brother 
M.Manikandan, Dad-Muthuraj, 
= Mom - Sivagam A..Paramasivam Thatha and 


Pil 





jalaksmi Patti 


Goose Berry Jam 


(A good jam for memory power) 


















Ingredients: golden in 
‘Goose berries (amla) - 7 to 8 colour. Cook 
¥%4th cup sugar for 10 min- 
Dry ginger powder - 1 teaspoon utes. Add a 
1 pinch of salt pinch of salt, 
Cardamom powder I teaspoon cardamom 






Procedure: powder and dry ginger powder or 
Grate the Goose berries. Place a ginger juice. Serve with bread. Can 
spoon of ghee on atawa(gridle) and be stored for 15 days. 
add the grated gooseberries and saute + Sirisha, Std.Xl, 
for 5 minutes till it becomes yellow. Bengalooru 
‘Add sugar. Mix well. Cook till the 
mixture thickens and becomes 


juice, sev powder, masala 
powder, chilli powder, salt, curd, 


Ingredients: Garnish with coriander leaves 
Carrot -2 and serve. y 
Tomato (chopped) - | 

‘Cucumber - | -V.Srividhya, Std. Vill, 
Mango -A piece St.Anne's Mat Hr.Sec. School, 
Chopped onion « 1 Kumbakonam 
Lemon juice -A tbspn 


Salt -To taste 
Sev powder - | tbspn 
Masala powder - 2 thspn 
Chilli powder - 2 pinches 
Curd -2 tbsp 

Coriander leaves 


Method: 
Chop the carrots, tomato, 
mango,,cucumber, onion and 


place in abowl.Add lemon MIX FID SATAN 








Here 



















eocesccsesasccessenes 
LK Rowling's ‘The kindly old Wizard, who uses his 


Tales of Beedle the Bard’; “asic for the benefit of his 
éxclusively for Gokulam readers, eighbours, creating potions for 
Only seven copies of this magicat ‘hem in his lucky cooking pot, After 
book exist in the whole world. Each ‘Wing @ full life he dies and leaves 
of the tales is handwritten and ¢X¢tything bebind for his son, Bus 
iitustrated by JLK.Rovling herself! the s0n is not like his father, He 
We proudly present a synopsis of ‘iscovers the pot, and in it a single 


sonieafthe tales th ike book: slipper and a note from his father, 
that reads “In the fond hope, my son, 


4 - you will never need this.’ 
irst eview 0 Bitter about not inherit 


iy 


anything but a pot, and as one 
‘who is disinterested in anyone who 
cannot perform magic, the son slams 
the door on the face of people who 
come to seek his help 
Suddenly a foot sprouts out of 
father’s old pot and he can not get 
away from the hopping pot that 
follows him, Renouncing his selfish 
ways, he calls all townpeople to. 
come to him for help. One by one 
he cures their ills, Atlast the 
mysterious slipper pops out of the 
pot. It fits perfectly onto the foot 
and together the two walk off inte 
the sunset 





eessesesce 















2. The Fow 
Fortune: 
There is an enchanted fountain in 
this grand tale. Once a year someone 
This tale begins merrily with a who is unfortunate is given the 





in of Fair 


1. The Wizard and the 
Hopping Pot 


@evr-soe 


Sceoaseoesansscosccsessaseoes 


‘opportunity to approach the fountain, 
and win fair fortune forever. Three 
witches want to gain access to the 
fountain. They meet and share their 
tales of woe. The first witch is Asha, 
‘who suffers a malady no healer can 
cure, Second is Altheda, who has 
been robbed by a sorceror and the 
third is Amata who was deserted by 
her lover, The witches pool their 
efforts to reach the fountain together. 
At first a crack in the wall appears 


Oho (Fg 


AS 
~ 





whos 


and creepers from the garden of 
fountain wrap themselves around 
Asha, the first witch, She grabs 
Altheda, who gets hold of Amata 
But Amata gets tangled in the armour 
ofa knight and all of them, including 
the knight, get pulled through the 
wall and into the garden. The first 
witch is upset that Amata 
inadvertently invited another 
competitor - Mr.Luckless, The 
knight announces his intention to 
abandon the quest but Amata 
promptly asks him to join them, On 
their journey they face three 
challenges. After a great adventure, 
‘Asha gets hurt and Altheda cures her 
by mixing a potion which also cures 
her malady. So now she won't need 
the fountain, When she finds she can 


cure, Asha, Altheda realizes that she 














hence has the means to carn 
money. The knight falls in love 
with Amata and proposes to her. 
She accepts and the friends live 
long, never realizing that the 
water in the fountain carried no 
enchantment afterall! 


3. The Warlock’s Hairy 


Heart: 
Ayoung! 


[ 


idsome Wizard did 





not like to get married. So the 
young Wizard used dark arts to 
prevent himself from falling in 
love. Time passed and the Wizard 
witnessed his friends’ marriage, 
he did not change his mind, One 
day he heard two servants making 
fun of him for not having a wife 
He decided to marry. Next day he 
met a beautiful witch, He 
proposed to her. She tod him that 
she would accept his proposal 
only i'she thought he had a heart. 
The Wizard Warlock lead her to 
his dungeon, where he revealed a 


his own heart! The witch was 
horrified when she saw the hairy 
heart and begged him to put it back 
He obeyed. Then the young witch 
embraced him, But the Warlock’s 

























Ass the actor who embodies Harry 
Potter's every move, Daniel Radcliffe 
certainly knows fantasy from heroism. 
There's the type of courage needed to 
battle a basilisk, for instance, or the 
bravery required to face down several 
dementors. But you can keep your 
dragon rides and your sorcerers’ 
duels, insisted Radcliffe, who told 
MTV News that the scene from the 
‘upcoming movie,'Harry Potter and 
the Half-Blood Prince’, he's most 
looking forward to filming is the 
fone in which Harry's heroism 
Se er ee 


heart took savage action, After a 
while the maiden was found dead 
with her chest cut open. Crouched 
beside her was the mad Warlock 
licking her shining heart and 
planning to replace it with his own. 
His heart refused to leave his body 
and he fell over the maiden and died 

Source 











Amazon.com 


+J.Vishnu, Std.IX, 
Shiksha Kendra M.H.S.S, 


of telling a friend it all going 
to be ok."I'm really looking 






forward to filming the cave 





and all the stuff in there with 
the lake and the Inferi,’ 
Radcliffe enthused, “Me and 
(Michael) Gambon in a row 
boat for a few days. I's gonna 
be amazing” 













“T ehoughe ic was all gonna 






be fargely visual effects, but they 






have built the cave," he revealed, 






confirming that the shoot will be 
all practical."So it’s gonna be very 

We know 
what Dan's looking forward to, 
















g t0 film: 





but if you were playing Harry what 
scene would you be dying (no pun 
intended) to perform? 









Source: internet 
~Alekhya, Std.X, St.Anns 
High School, Hyderabad - 3 





Daring my holidays I visited 
Kalinjar fort in Kalnjar a small 
border town in M.P. (with U.P) 
We started our journey at 2:00 o 
clock, The road was good and not 
much traffic. The lush green 
scenery on either side of road was 
wonderful, 

We reached Kalinjar at 4:00 o° 
clock. In the fort we were joined by 
‘a mini bus and a police jeep. When 
we reached the top ofthe fort we 
could see lush green scenery all 
around. 

‘The Kalinjr fort was built by 
king Amman Singh. It is bounded 
bya 7 mile long wal, Gate 7 wes 
blown up by Aurangzeb with 
cannons. On exploring further we 
saw a giant statue of Bhairav. We 
went fo beautiful carved temple ~ 


(TRAVEL 


Neelkanth - temple, We then dined | 
at the canteen. We went to 
Mrugdhera - a place where, water 
flows 24 hours, When we looked} 


down the sides | 
‘we were amazed 
to find that we 
were standing at 
a great height on 
the mountains 

We then went 
inside the main 
fort where many 
idols of God had 
been recovered. 
They were 
beautifully 
carved 

We played games and then it | 
started raining, We came back to 
the canteen for refreshments, We 
were told that some parts of the 








TRAVEL! 


fort had been reconstructed 
We left for our 
hometown at 6 p.m. We said 
good bye to all the people 
and we went down to 
Kalinjar town on our way 
















to my home town Banda. 

Readers should visit the fort. It 

was an unforgettable and exciting | 

trip | 

— Mohit Kumar, Std.X, | 

S..Mary jec.School, | 
Banda (U.P.)-210 001 

















MysileSamcstes Veeraeshermainday 
on 21st dp and so sh my st avr haoy a 





birthday. 
| =R. Anandita, Std.IX, Anna Adarsh School, 
Mogappair (W), pe 





> 
A 
| Katspa Smart, al 





and a prosperous future 5 
te  Akka, Mom, Daddy, Citappa and friends, 





Most of you have been sending us 
jokes, facts and snippets gathered from 
the internet or GK. books, Do show us 
how original you can be. Write your 
thoughts and ideas on various issues. 
Report funny happenings at school or 
home. Do make sure that you put down 
yourname, age, class, school name and 
residential address individually on each 
and every contribution that you send to 
Gokulam, 

* The best ones will be published 
and a participation certificate will be sent 
to the contributor. 

% Please preserve your participation 
certificates, In case you don't receive the 
certificates which are mailed to you by 





Gokulam, keep a xerox 
copy of your contribution in 
your collection, 

* All competition entries 
‘should reach us before the last 
date mentioned. 

* Entries to Birthday Bash 
column should reach us along 
with the appropriate message 
and photographs two months 
before the birthday. 

* Do be original in your 
contributions and creations. If 
you have based your writing 
On a Source, be sure to ac- 

knowledge it and name it 

and. 


NEVER EVER copy: 


A meteorite, also known as 
shooting star or fireball, is a small 
piece of cosmic matter that enters 
into our atmosphere, The average 
weight of such an object is only a 
sill fraction ofan ounce, like the 
grain of rice. Some are bigger 
about the size and weight of a large 
yam (1 to 2 kilograms) 


Thousands ot such meteorites 


UWPADOVE HIB WOLD - 10 


fall to earth | 
each year, One 
such to touch | 
the surface of 
the earth is the 
Willamette 
Meteorite - a} 
very special 
piece from up 
abovel 

Willamette meteorite, was 
found in Willamette Valley, 
Oregon. Talk ofa well kept secret! 
It was known from ancient times, 
to the Clackama tribe as 
Tomanowos, They believed it 
came as a representative of 
the ‘Sky People’ and had 
special powers, The rainwater 
collected in its basins was 
considered to be powerful 

, and healing 


In 1902, settler Ellis 
Hughes announced the 
discovery to the world 


African bul elephant at 15,5 tonnes, 
it is the largest Meteorite to be 
discovered in North America 
(Window 1), Unlike the Clackamas, 
Hughes couldn’t keep the secret for 

for he had stolen the rock from 
the land owned by an Iron and Steel 
Company. It was hard and 
backbreaking work to dig up a 15 
tonne rock and move it over 1500 
meters, The company went to court 
and won the right to be the legal 

owner 


Soon after- 

wards, in 1905, 

it was sold to a 

private collector 

for $26,000. The 

owners donated 

it tothe 

American 

Museum — of 

Natural History 

in New York, where we can see it 
even today. The museum recognized 
the cultural heritage of the meteorite 


LARGE METEORITES ON EARTH 


The largest meteorite, 
weighing 70 tonnes, is embedded 
in the ground near Grootfontein 
in Southwest Africa. The second 
spot is claimed by Anighi 
exhibited in the Hayden 
Planetarium, New York, was found 
by Admiral Peary in 1892 at Cape 
York in Greenland. It weighs over. 
34-tons. 





RANIIVER 
















BLUE MARBLE! 
‘Blue Marble’ was the 
name given t0 @ photograph 
of the earth as seen by the 
‘Apollo 17 crew in 1972. 

- Chandarani Saste, 

Scientists believe that New Panvel 
Willamette meteorite is the 
iron core of a planet that 
was shattered ina stellar Geological Survey of India is the 
collision billions of years custodian of all Indian meteorites. It 

Fey anains a meteorite gallery in the 

Indian Museum, Kolkata, for public 
display. International database on] 
meteorites records 40 meteorites for 
India, Of these 129 are accepted 
‘meteorites and 4 are undocumented 
records, Others are considered 





to the tribe and allowed 
them to hold a private 
ceremony every year! 


ago. The meteorite crashed 
into earth's surface 
thousands of years ago 
travelling, at a speed of 
more than 40,000 miles per 
hour. 









Whatever scientists and dubious. There is only one impact 
the tribes say, a meteorite is structure in India.|tis the Lonar crater; 
one spe in Buldhana district, Maharashtra. 





Scientists think that about 65 million years ago, several meteorites 
hit several areas of earth simultaneously. The impact was so huge that 
the meteorite vaporized leaving a large crater. At this time, several 
animals living on the earth were driven to extinction, As a result, 
dinosaurs all over the world, including Gujarat died, he added. Viri 


village in Anjar District, Gujarat, has several dinosaur fossils Scientists 
have found traces of iridium, a metal not found on earth, indicating 
the correlation between meteorites and the extinction of dinosaurs. 





Our schoo! conducts many 
programmes fr all-round development 
of students, including trips and excu- 
sions to different places 

Recently, we visited Teenmurthi 
Bhavan, New Delhi, We were excited 
to see the childhood pictures of 
Jawaharlal Nehru. We also saw pictures 
of the Indian National Movement. We 





were delighted to see a model of the 
parliament building 

The rooms of Pandit Nehru inelud- 
ing his office room, study room and the 
room where he died are being main- 
tained as they were when he lived, The 
articles he used and books read by him 
have been displayed with care. The gifts 
given to Nehruji by different states and 
countries were displayed in a seperate 
hal. 

The Bhavan is situated in the middle 
of a vast rose garden, where there is a 
separate place for the three Jyotis - 
Jawahar Jyoti, Indira Jyoti and Rajiv 
Jyoti 

We also saw the Nehru planetarium 
near the Bhavan. Here we witnessed 
‘many thrilling pictures and scenes ofthe 
Universe and a movie giving informa- 
tion about the solar system and India's 
mmission to the moon! 

S.Archana, Ste.X1, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Sector -2, 
R.K-Puram, New Delhi - 22 





TRYST WITH NATURE 


Every one likes to experience na- 
ture and Iam so glad that I joined my 
school for the trek which was an unfor- 
‘geass capesienadiat Reodisiemal tne 








of India’s finest hill sta- 
tions, It was a three-day 
trip where we walked 
around ten kilometers in 
the dense forest. I enjoyed 
the breath-taking greenery, 
and saw a huge variety of 
trees and fungi. We even 
spotted some bison, differ 
ent species of birds and 
monkeys. The trek was 
very adventurous and gave 
a wonderful opportunity to 









enjoy Nature. We had a 
‘campfire in our hostel and 
hada great time. We learnt 
from the trek organizer 
how forests are being de- 
stroyed by selfish people 
and how we pollute ouren- 
vironment and slowly kill 
wildlife, We learnt that 
doing our small part in sav- 
ing the earth - like using 





paper bags and avoiding 
plastic materials - can 

make a big difference, 
~ Sangeetha K.S. 
Vidyodaya 
Matriculation Academy, 
Chennai 








There wos an Out Reoch Programme in my school 
‘StMichael’s Academy on 24th November 2007, to help 
‘and entertain a few selected servants, our school ayahs 
‘ond some orphanage children. We performed a small 
‘Christmas play for them. Somme boys and girs performed 
@ nice dance. The orphanage children also performed 
4 song and dance programme for us.All the servants 
tnd ayahs were given 2 kg rice, | kg ol, 2 kg sugar 
‘and one saree each.All of them were also given a tasty. 
lunch after the programme in our school, The 
programme was enjoyed by everybody felt very happy’ 
to participate in the dance and also to help the poor 
people. 

= Kushi Suraj, Std Il, 
‘St Michael's Academy. Chennai 
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Te penis a very old instrument 
Itywas even used by the ancient Euyp- 
tians, thousands of years ago. Let us 
trace the history of the pen 

Before the advent ofthe printing 
era, books were hand written using 
quills, These quills were usually 
made of goose feathers, But these 
‘quills had to be sharpened frequently 
and a new split had to be made ev- 
ery now and then for the ink to run 
down 

Next came the ‘dip-pen’ with its 
ste! nib, This nib had a much fonger 
life than the quill It had a hole at the 
top of the split, which holds a pool 
of ink. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


But these quills and dip-pens 
could not hold much ink at a tine 
The ‘fountain-pen’ solved this preb- 
Jem. The ink could be inside the 
handle, usually in a rubber case to 
maintain the flow of ink to the nib, 
‘Then came the ball point pt 
When the bal rolls, it carries a thin 
film of ink from inside as you write: 
‘This is how the pen has evolved over. 
the times: 
= J.Vishnu, Std.IX, 
Shiksha Kenden MHS 
Vellore. 








birthday on the 19th of April, 2008, Wish- 
ing her lots of joy, good luck and love, 
and may she enjoy her life to the fullest, “=m 
sister, 
= Sayashree, 










Varsha B, celebrates her 
13th Birthday on April 18th. May God 
sprinkle showers of blessings on her. 
With love from Mabit and Karshini, 





N. Sambith celebrates his seventh birthday 
on 9th April 
“Many more happy returns of the day, our 
dear child” 
- Mother, Sister, 
Brother and Uncle, 





Varsha celebrates her 14th birthday on 15 
April. Wishing her a very happy birthday, 
= Swagatika 


K. Nithin celebrates his eleventh Birthday on 
Th April 

Best Wishes from: Dad (Kan: 
Kumar), Mom (Punitha), Si 
ters Karthi, Nandh 
Kiruthiga, Deepa 
‘and Grandparents, 





achal@ 






‘Name: Abhishek Nagaraj 
Age: 10 
Address ; 101/19, 22nd main, 
Janardhan Layout, Padmanabha 
Nagar, Bengalooru - 560 070. 
Hobbies : Playing cricket, watch- 
ing TV, reading story books, playing 
computer games and chatting, 


Name: BS. Akshaya 

Age: 12 

Address 14/19 Narayan Apart- 
ments, Sringeri Mutt Road, Chennai ~ 
600 028, 

Hobbies ; Watching TLV, reading 
books, cycling, dancing, singing, 
drawing, playing, etc 





‘Name: Shyam Lama 

Age: 16 

‘Address Milt Residential School, 
Old Vishnu Sadan, Simul Tala, Jamu, 
Bihar - 813 116. 

Hobbies ) Making friends, watch- 
ing films. collecting letters and CDs, 





playing foot ball and cricket, chatting 
on internet, 


Name: Rushab, R.Bhand: 

Age: 14 

‘Address * Opp.to Indian Bank, 
Ashok Circle, Ranebennur - $81 115. 

Hobbies : Reading books, cycling, 
collecting proverbs, playing basket 
ball 


Name. ManjunathS.B 

Age: 16 

Address» ¥712, Wodeyar, HSE, 
Sainik School, Bijapur - $86 102 

Hobbies Reading, writing stories, 
football, swimming, making penpals, 

‘Name; N. Nasurdeen 

Age: 14 

Address 41 B/9, Kamaraj Nagar, 
‘Thennur, Trichy - 17. 

Hobbies : Sports, chatting with 
fiends, watching T.V, 





Name: P, Babjee 
he 4% 


Address ; 4349, Maurya House, 
Sainik School, Korukonda Vizia 
nagaram, Andhra Pradesh - 535 214 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps, cy- 
cling, listening to music, playing foot- 
ball. 





‘Name: Anoop Kumar Mishra 
Age 16 
Address» Roll No.3962, Sainik 


School, Korukonda (Gupta House), 

Vizianagaram Dist, AP. - $35 214 
Hobbies: Listening to music, play- 

ing, reading novels, surfing the net, 


Name: D. Ananth 

Age 16 

Address ; Clo, C.A.Rao, HNo- 
635, A-Block, Near Tara Hotel, 
Kutadi, Sonar, Jamshedpur -831 011 

Hobbies : Reading magazines, 
surfing the net, listening to songs of 
Jal, Strings, Ustad Nusrat Fateh Ali 
Khan ete, playing cricket and making 
new friends, 





Name: G, Siddarth 

Age:9 

Address ; W-28, Mount View 
Apartments, Sathuvachari, Vellore - 
632 008, 

Hobbies - Chess, computer games, 
story books 


‘Name: Sajida Sultana, N 

Age 16 

Address: No.\15, Mlrd Street, 
Kumaran Colony, Vadapalani, 
‘Chennai - 600 026. 

Hobbies : Reading novels, collect- 
ing Harry Potter merchandise, chat- 
ting on-line, reading Potter series and 
watching Potter movie series. making 


friends, playing games on computer, 
improving my creativity, 


Name: G. Monisha Gengashei 

Age’ 12 

Address © 8/1, Huudco Colony, 
Peelamedu, Coimbatore - 641 004 

Hobbies » Watching my fishes, 
reading children’s magazines 

Name: G, Divya 

Ages 15 

Address.» No,90, Coles Road, 
Frazer Town, Bengalooru - $ 

Hobbies : Reading books, playing, 
games, watching TV, chatting, sing- 
ing, collecting old coi 








‘Name: 8. Anantha Lakshmi 
Age: 13 
Address: 151, Dharmaraja Koil 


Street, Bengalooru - 560 001 

Hobbies; Dancing, chatting, draw- 
ing, painting and reading 

‘Name: L, Sushmitha 

Age: 13 

Address: C-202, Krishivihar, 7- 
1-58. Ameerpet, Hyderabad - 500 016 

Hobbies: Playing badminton, ath- 
letics, reading novels, singing, cy- 
cling, working on projects and deco- 
rating my room 
































inne, you must be in your teens. I’m sure 
you are reading modern mystery and 
‘adventure novels like Nancy Drew; Herdy 
Boys: Famous Five and so on. However, 
J would suggest that you also read clas- 
wesin between, like Treasure Island, ule 
of Two Cities, Merchant of Vemce, 
Midshipman Easy, Count of Moutecristo 
exc. Retold versions are available if you 
find the original works too difficult to 
read and understand, This will induce 


HOW to Avoid) 


Grandma, you to read other works of the same 
being teased by every- authors, in their original versions later 
one in my class. Please provide on when you are a little older. 
A salution to this problem, eee 
ivedha, Chennai 
Dear Nivedha, T’m good in english prose and po- 
yourself why they tease etry but not in grammar, Please advise 
vou Ifyou are giving them any — me in the matter, 
reavonable cause for teasing try - K.R.B.Rohini, Chennai 
1o eliminate that cause. On the Dear Rohint 
other hand if they are teasing The best way to master a language is 
‘you over nothing, ignore them, not by studying grammar but by read- 
Don't react. After some days ing and listening to the language be- 
they wil be bored and give up ing spoken, Tune 
teasing. Cs 10 BBC and 
eee listen to the 
or owher 
Can you please suggest ‘2. features for 
some good books to read? = atleast fifieen 
Meenakshi, Mumbai minutes every da) 
Dear Meenakshi Read aloud as 
Hove reading ant !'m happy many books of 
10 find someone equally inter- your choice as you 
ested. Since you are in standard can, apart from text 














hooks. Put down in writing the impor- 
fant news you have heard or a gist of 
what you have read, It need not exceed 
a page in a note book but it should be a 
regular exercise, Show it to some one 
who is good at english and get it corrected. 
Rewrite the page. After a month or two 

turn to grammar, You'll 


find it much easier to 
understand. 
Silly M 


SS 
I’m good at studies, but I lose a 
good rank because of poor english 
passage reading. How am I to im- 
prove? 





-C.S.M.Vevetha, 
Ranipet 
Dear Vevetha, 
See the answer I've given to 
Rohini and follow that advice 
eee 


T’ve sent many of my drawings to 
Gokulam, but none of them were pub- 
lished. Are they so bad? 

= Naresh Rengaswamy, 
Madurai 

Dear Naresh, 

can't really answer your question 
hecause I'm not involved in selection 
of materials (0 be published in 
Gokulam, However I can say this 
much: Every entry is given careful 
and sympathetic scrutiny by the edi- 
torial staff. There are sooo (!) many 





istakes? 


entries that even if your 
drawing is selected it takes 5 
time to get published. Since 
all the pages of Gokulam 
are in colour, it's better you % 
send colour paintings in- 
stead of black and white 
drawings. One more sugges- 

tion: Try you hand in write 

ing also besides drawing 









and painting. Never lose 
hope or be discouraged. 
eee 


T have a separate room 
and study table but even if 
Isit for long hours nothing 


goes into my head. Please 






help! 
- Ramya Joseph, Mumbai 
T study for two hours and sud- 
denly my mind wants to watch 


| TV! How can I get rid of this bad 


SG to many fields of activ- 





habit? Iwant to score high marks. 
Please advise. 
~A. Vandana, New Delhi 

Dear Ramya and Vandana, 

Both of you seem to have the same 
problem. Lack of concentration, 
afier studying for a couple of hours. 
‘My advise is relax for 15 to 20 min- 
tes and get back to your studies 
During those twenty minutes you 
can play, exercise, watch TV or in- 
dulge in a favourite hobby. But be 
sure you don't exceed the time 
allotted for such relaxation 
Go back to your study desk 
You'll find you absorb 
‘your lessons better, 

eee 













You are answering Kel 
questions pertaining 


oD 





Wi 





your qualification? 
~ J.Vishnu, Veltore 

Dear Vishnu, 

Thold a bachelor's degree in 
Pharmaceutical science, But my 
best qualification is age and ex- 
perience. 

oee 


[ practise my maths very hard 
and work on many sums, How- 
ever, I commit, silly mistakes 
while writing exams. What am 
Tto do? 

~ Bhanumathi, Chennai 

Dear Bhanumathi, 

Ifyou know the mathematical 
steps you'll surely be able to fin- 
ish the paper ahead of time. So, 
don't speed up your answers. Be 
calm and collected. After you 
have completed the paper, revise. 
You'll be able to spot and cor- 
rect any silly mistake committed. 
Love, 


Grandmaworm 





J] fami! was » prosperous merchant of Dino 
Ho had a part fora pt. was kept in 2 golden 
I) cage, and Yo on tscious rut and rch nuts 


Story  U. Sulthana 
Pictures Pillai 


And a 
fuzzy teddy 
My bear for 


dear children, 
what can 
| bring back 
for the two of 
you..? 





No! | want nothing. 
Bul, if you chance to travet 
through a forest and mot 


‘And what 
‘would my pet want me to 
bbuy,..? Hm...? 
Abaskot of fruits? 





your friend tives 
in my house, 
in a luxurious golden 


Oh dear! 
What is it that | 
sald to kill this 


poor bird? 





my poor pet too! 


The next moment, it sprang tolifeand flow 
up toa tree. 


















Ungrateful 
creature! How 
lovingly | reared 
you? | gave you 
‘cage of gold 
‘and you duped 


The parrot repliod- 


Dear friend, 
It's not gold or riches 
that make me happy. 
My freedom is more precious. | 
‘asked you to speak to my kith and, 
kin, only to earn from them a 
fool-proot route to escape from 
imprisonment. 


















My forest friend 
did not really die. 
He silently communicated 
plan of action to me through 
you. Thank you for 
your hospitality 
but | cherish 








SWS 


‘The prices ofpetrol 
and diesel were in- 
creased by Rs.2 and 
Rs.1 per litre, several 
days before the budget 
was tabled in the Par- 
liament, The govern- 
ment prides itself 
saying that the price of 
kerosene required by 
the poor has not been 


Musharraf 


touched. However all 
round price escalation 
owing to increase in 
transport costs will cer- 
tainly affect the poor. 
eee 





‘The budget for 2008-09 is generous with 
many reliefs to the tax payer and has earned 
the name ‘election budget’, Service tax the 
*Kamadhenu’ for revenue, has been extended 
to new areas, The talk of the town is ofcourse 
the bank loan waiver for farmers, amounting 
to a staggering Rs. 60,000 crores! There is 
‘no mention’in the budget as to how this 
amount is to be compensated to the banks. 
Naturally, be it now or later, itis the tax payer 
who will have to bear the burden. The fiscal 


deficit in the budget is Rs.1,33,000 crores! 
It means that the government is going to 
spend, this much more than its revenue col- 
lected by way of taxes! This will cause in- 


flation and push up the prices more than 


ever 








Railway Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav, 
has managed to submit a surplus budget 
He has also reduced passenger fares 
while the freight charges remain the 
same. Porters are to be employed on a 
monthly salary instead of being licensed 
as is the practise now. The railways have 
managed to earn a cash profit of 
Rs. 25,000 crores in 2007-08. The 
rosy picture is at- 
tributed to the fact 
that many opera 
tions in the rail- 
ways have been 

+ Election Budaat! 










privatised after Lalu 
took over, Hopefully 
he will also concen- 
trate on an accident- 
free railway network, 
eee 


Election to the Na- 
tional Assembly held 
in Pakistan was peace- 
ful, The PML Party 





supporting Musharraf 
got a drubbing. It won 
only 38 seats. Late 
Benazir Bhutto's Paki- 
stan People’s Party 
lead with 87 seats 
while Nawaz Sharif’s 
PML. (N) captured 
66, Though no party 
has a clear majority, 
Zardari, husband of 
Benazir and Nawaz 


Sharif are coming to- 
gether to form a coalition 

government, However 
Musharraf’ continues to be 
the President and refuses to 
step down in spite of the dis- 


mal show by his own party! 
eee 


rosy note 
Closely following the de- 
feats in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh, the 
assembly election results in Tripura, 
Nagaland and Megalaya came as a big 
disappointment for the Congress. The 
Left Front swept the polls in Tripura and 
formed a government. In 
Nagaland the Democratic Alli- 
ance of Nagaland (DAN) has 
captured power. As for Megalaya, 
though the Congress did not get 
an absolute majority, it has been 
asked to form a government as 
the single largest party. It has to 
prove its majority in the floor of 
loroconllion the assembly as directed by the 
governor. 
, i ie 


Dhoni has done it again! India's 2-0 vie- 
tory over Australia in the tri series is a wild 
dream come true! India won two consecutive 
matches in the one dayer three match finals. 
‘Team work was responsible for this amazing 
victory, Sachin’s 117 in the first match and 
91 in the second helped a lot. A touch of an- 
ger on being ill-treated, might also have 
played its part to build up a sense of deter- 
mination in the minds of the Indian players. 


54 I started reading Gokulam in 2003. This is 


one of my favourite books, I appreciate the 
Gokulam founders, This magazine is found inter- 
esting by all the children, 1 would also like you to 
publish some posters of Barbie, Mickey Mouse 

and Power Rangers, 
+ ABookworm, C.Bertilla, AECS, 
Anupuram 


BL love Gokulam Magazine because it is in- 
teresting and a place where children have an op- 
portunity to display their talents. I feel proud to be 
a big fan of Gokulam, 

-T. Karshini, Std.Vill, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Ashok Nagar, Chennai 


55) The thing [like best about your magazine is 
its ability to cater to young and old alike, I am fif- 
teen and am captured by Gokulam. I like the snip- 
pets you always publish about Harry Potter and the 
\ise solutions offered by grandmaworm to our prob- 
lems. I subscribe to Gokulam and after I am fin: 
ished with it, a girl from the neighbo 
takes it from me, She is only in U.K.G and yet is 
thrilled by Gokulam! Gokulam is very democratic 
too! It gives space for readers’ views and creativity 
+R. Athreya, Std.X, D.A.V. 
Sr.See,School, Chennai - 92 


rst 1 thank 
the editor for pub- 
lishing my con- 
tribution. I was very happy t0 





ing house 








see it in the best magazine for 
ildren, Gokulam. 

= N.Swetha Priya, Std.VI, 

y The Hindu Senior 

” Secondary School, Chennai - 5 








Tam one among the 
inillion fans ofthis great 
magazine. | love and 
like all the items of the 
book, My brother and 1 
eagerly wait for chis 
book every month and 
fight over the book to 
read it first! 
- PAswathi, 
Age 15, SHCAI 
HrSec.School, 
Villupuram 


Gokulam is an 
awesome magazine, It 


URULAM 


has helped me imp:ove 
my English. My father 
was a great far of 
Gokulam (Tamil), He 
used to buy it for 30 
paise! Talways patiently 


await the arrival of this wonderful magazine. Gokulam. Many of our 

I would be happy if you could introduce more con- teachers appreciated it. It 

tests, is great fun to have a 
= L.Sushmitha, Std.Vill, NASR School Gokulam fan club, 

(Girls), Khairtabad, Hyderabad ——- J.Vishnu, Std.1X, 

Shiksha Kendra 






£2 [like Gokulam very much. It improves my 
knowledge. I have been reading it for the past 2% 


MHS.S, 


years. I like grandmaworm, stories, Hello doctor Yolexs 
and jokes. I liked the mini gokulam in February 52 I've been reading 
issue, Itwill benice ifyou publish more facts about Gokulam for a few years, 
Harry Potter and it really helps me 


T. Sathya Naarayanan,Std.lV, lea more about Indian 
Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Educare, Chennai culture. It would be nice 
if you could publish it 
more often. It would be 
really coal if you could 
add celebrity and TY, 


5 My parents were very happy to know that 
‘ny contribution was published in the January is- 
sue, They also encouraged me to write more. My 
school is proud of me too. Thank you! 


- news too. 
~$.Yuvan, V.V. Vani Vidyalaya, Coimbatore. » K:Thushara, 

© I introduced Gokulam to my best friend Std.VI, 
‘Sentamil Selvan and he loved it too. Last February Dalat International 
my fnend and I planned and started a Gokulam School, 
Fan Club! Many of my friends joined in it. We read Penang, Malaysia 


Gokulam at lunch break and we enjoy everything 
in it, Some of my friends come from villages. 


FAN G aL 


Gokulam is not available there 
So, I used to buy Gokulam for 
them, At one of our school assem- 
blies, we did a small skit based on 
the story *Victory and Failure’ 
which appeared in October 2007 










Salamanders are amphibians, like frogs and toads, They are 
and South America 








found throughout the northern hemisphere 
on water and some on land. A narrow body, long ti 
















Some liv 
hort legs, webbed feet - this is the Salamander’s appearance 
A Chinese Giant Salamander is 114 em long and weighs upte 
30 kgs. A Pygmy Salamander is as long as 3,7em, Giant Sala 
manders live for over 50 years 
A powerful tail helps to propel through the water. Some lay 
eggs on water, some on 

















land, some produce poison- 


ous saliva from glands in 
their skin. This puts off 
predators. Salamanders 
feed on worms and 
insects, 
- S.P.Keerthika, 
Stel, 
Chinmaya 
Vidyalaya, 
Hyderabad-16 


‘The summers twenty five years 
were very different, A quarter century 
ago, children played a lot in the fresh 
air and today there is no scope for it as 
the children of my age are glued to the 
television or the internet 

Latest inventions like the Play 
Station and other video games are the 
reasons why we do not play outside 
‘The boys, in the past, spent long hours 
playing cricket, marbles and other out- 
door games and activities but today 
all of them are on to their latest game 
on the internet or watching cricket 
on TV! 





rented cycles for 
atleast half an hour everyday and 
cycled with their fiends but today even 
though every kid has his or her own 
cycle, we do not understand the impor- 
tance and benefits of cycling 

My mother, during her holidays, 
used to borrow books from the library 
and read them and exchanged her 
books with her friends so that she got 
to read books of diferent kinds. She 
also went out to play, which helped her 
mingle with people and children of 
different age groups. They also went 
and sat down in the parks and spent 
some time on the swings and see-saws 
there, which I don’t think many of us 
do today 


So tet’s take the example of our e!- 
ders and spend our_ 
summer usefully. Even fa 





17] 
ive yes a, Phen, andINo 





if you are browsing the net, do it 
for useful things and find out 
something new everyday. Even if 
you are watching television, do 
watch something which is not only 
fun but also informative and 
useful 

We can also sit at home and 
peacefully read books, novels or 
classics by famous authors by 
which we will improve our vo- 
cabulary and I assure you that we 
will not be bored either. We could 
also attend a creative summer 
camp for arts and crafts and also 
allot about half an hour to study 
some subject or do some maths 

Let's spend our summer well! 


= Shruti Balaji,Std. Vil, 
gee Oakridge international 
STAR School, Hyderabad 








= "PILLAI! 


«+» She's going to freak out at 


summer camps, theme parks 
and wantehard-eared 4 


money! 
=> 4— 









‘Summer 
holidays 
again for 
Jilly... 















Twor't let her do that. She had 
better play with this humble 





















‘Oh nol The string 

has snapped Billu! 

Fly after my kite and 
bring it back! 











Him... 
So much 
for my 
smartness! 














ICE-CREAM 





